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* Republicans embrace of masculinity disparately genders the images of each party
(Democrats=feminine, Republicans=masculine) and reinforces the partisan gap

* Hegemonic masculinity exludes those who are nonwhite, female, and queer

Prevalence of Google searches in U.5. media markets for “erectile dysfunction,” “hair loss,”
“how to get girls,” “penis enlargement,” “penis size,” “steroids,” “testosterone,” and “Viagra.”

* Because manhood is
precarious and needs to
be validated, Trump's
strongman image appeals
to those with fragile
masculinity

e These google searches
indicate a higher
presence of those with
fragile masculinity in
areas where Trump won
in the 2016 presidential
election
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Implications for American democracy: Gendered party images have increased
party sorting, with males more likely to vote Republican and females more like to
vote Democrat. Not only does this sorting increase polarization, but it drives
citizens further away from making rational political choices.
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