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28    Ellie Casterline 

ELLIE CASTERLINE 

To Bleed or To Cause 
Bleeding
Lady Macbeth,
wash your hands.
The water will turn red,
but the shame is in your fingerprints.
Sure, you can shower, 
but the river down your 
legs will return within the hour,
it’s only day three.

You’re empty, aren’t you?
Unable to carry life in you.
You failed this cycle, didn’t you?

Lucia di Lammermoor 
had what we have,
lunacy,
hysteria,
she went mad!
Blood on her dress, 
blood on your hands,
blood on our thighs.

Let’s sing a 
Coloratura aria, 
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pass 
the time while 
the idiots scramble. 

Smile,
we denied entrance this month,
we killed them.

Don’t worry,
it’s not our fault.
The moon is too full 
for us to brute the blame.
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