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40 NOAH RUST

NOAH RUST

A �ruway Ramble
I wonder if I could build a house
out of the things on the side of a thruway.
�e rocks by an aunt’s house,
shards of broken glass, spare tires, metal
from street signs, wild�owers, or those
from someone’s roadside garden,
panel tile of a sidewalk, a stu�ed animal,
the wind stolen from a child’s grasp,
plastic grocery bags with red smiley faces
saying thank you, thank you, thank you,
bottle caps beside mismatched bottles,
an empty, grease-stained McDonald’s fry cup,
dog toenail clippings, PVC pipes from a
water park sold to a regular homeowner,
cigarette butts, shed snakeskin, a still
and disemboweled fawn, and every
other footprint we forget we leave behind.
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