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LILI GOURLEY

Snapshot

Starchy blouse. Heavy case. Deflated ball. Forgot.
Barrette, hard on scalp. Pin curls, safe? Buzz.
White rim, white sandal, no sand. Yet. Waxy
palm, waxy palm gloss on new Caddy, fits six—
plenty comfy. Don’t pick on your sister. Not
comfy. Box of toys. Wicker bag, where are

we going? Beach? Where’s Dad? Mad men.
Remember the life jacket. No swimming then.
Wide wheel, tight tubes. Hold me up.

Drown. Drown in your expectations.

Drown in your ability to unpack the packed. Are we
there yet?
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